Wabash College

2008-09 Fall/Spring/Summer Immersion Trips

Bill Cook
History 320/Religion272- St Francis of Assisi
Florence/Assisi/Siena, Italy: 6-15 March 09

We will visit the most important sites associated with Francis of Assisi’s life, including the city of Assisi, La Verna, and Greccio.  In Siena, we will be experiencing the best preserved medieval city in Italy and also see some of the most important early images of the saint.  It is worthwhile to note here that I have written several books and articles about early images of Francis, and studying them will be an integral part of the course (see below for details).  In Florence, we shall look at one of the greatest Franciscan ecclesiastical complexes, Santa Croce.  Also, we will look at major narrative paintings of Francis’ life from the 13th (panel in Santa Croce), 14th (Giotto frescoes in Santa Croce), and 15th (Ghirlandaio frescoes in Santa Trinità) centuries.  I have included additional detail below.

Number of students: I have taken as many as 34 students to Italy, but I prefer a group of about 15, in part because I can lodge that many in small hotels that I know in each city.

Peter Mikek/Ethan Hollander
Econ 277/PolSci 374-Politics of the EU / Economics of the EU
Brussels/Frankfurt: 7-14 March 09

Explore functioning of EU institutions in Brussels, Belgium and the European Central Bank and the Stock Exchange in Frankfurt, Germany. The students will be working on a paper focusing on a particular EU topic. 

The main purpose:

The purpose of the trip is to provide students with an opportunity to look actively for information on topic of their papers; expand and apply their knowledge of the functioning of the European Union institutional structure, monetary policy, and integration of new EU members; and interact with both EU decision makers and ordinary European citizens. This should allow them to gather information about the perceived future of the EU internally, and in the broader region and world from both 'angles.' Additionally, we will strive to provide information on both economic and political integration of new members of the EU into the union. 

Stephen Morillo, Dan Rogers, Preston Bost, Isabel Jaen-Portillo
History 300/Spanish 378/Psychology 310- The Baroque
Madrid, Spain: 6-15 March 2009
The course is an interdisciplinary examination of the politics, literature, art, and music of the Baroque Era (roughly 1650-1750) viewed as a “program” designed to produce a focused psychological impact through production and propagation of a particular aesthetic with significant political implications.  Focused on Spain and colonial Spanish American, the Baroque program will be analyzed from different methodological perspectives including historical, psychological, and literary theoretical.
The immersion trip to Spain is focused on Madrid, including the Prado and other significant sites of Baroque culture in the metropole of the Spanish world, allowing an on-site investigation of the cultural-political production noted above.  The trip is scheduled during Spring Break, so that it can inform the students’ final projects.
David Timmerman/Timothy Lake
Rhetoric 370 / English 360-African American Rhetoric and Expressive Culture
Selma/Montgomery, Al / Memphis, TN: 6-14 March 09

Our course, African American Rhetoric and Expressive Culture, combines rhetorical and cultural studies approach to the study of African American texts, films, music, speeches, art, dance, dress, and gesture.  The inter-disciplinary nature of the course allows for a broader consideration of how these rhetorical/expressive traditions interact with cultural forms to mark a distinctive discourse community with its particular tropes and logic. In the process students engage contemporary rhetorical theory, black studies, and cultural studies.  

We would like to add an immersion component to the course for the purpose of deepening and broadening student learning in this area.  The trip will enable us to connect students to some of the physical sites in these United States where significant events in African American history and significant sites for the production of African American cultures existed and exist in the American south

Dan Rogers

IS 270- Evolution Ecology Module/Teacher Education? 
Quito, Ecuador: Summer 09

N/A

Brian Tucker
German 202: German Language and Culture
Berlin, Germany:  11-22 May 2009

The proposed trip would give students the opportunity to use their German in both structured and unstructured interactions. Structured interactions include the explicit learning necessary to comprehend cultural events and venues, as well as instructor-led discussions and daily reflection assignments. For example, each student would give an on-site presentation (in German) that introduces the group to the history and cultural context of a site. Each student would also keep a daily travel journal that could serve as the basis for follow-up discussions. Unstructured learning includes all the ways in which students acquire valuable cultural knowledge and test their language skills outside the scheduled group activities and excursions. 

The content goal of this trip would be to teach students about important aspects of German history and culture first-hand, with the traces of that history right in front of them. In this regard, Berlin is the ideal destination for the proposed trip. There is no other city better suited to teaching students about Germany under the Third Reich, the divided Germanys of the Cold War, or modern Germany as a cultural and indeed multicultural leader in Europe.

Eric Wetzel

Biology 222-Invetebrate Biology

South Water Caye, Belize-8-14 March 09
The primary goal of this trip is to sample and observe as much of the biodiversity of the marine invertebrate animals as we can. We achieve this goal by visiting the range of different habitats which exist in this area: mainly fore-, back-, and patch reef areas, reef flats, mangroves, and seagrass beds. Students encounter well over one hundred species of invertebrate in addition to many species of vertebrates (mainly reef fishes), plants, and marine algae. By the end of the week students become quite familiar with the common species. Instead of simply check listing species, students also conduct a small research project which they then report on (to the group) at the end of the week. These are quite successful (and appreciated by the students) and are intended to force the students to look more carefully at one or two species in particular.
Tobey Herzog

English 497 (1): “Place, Space, and Community in the Lives, Worlds, and Writings of Charles Dickens and Thomas Hardy”

London, England 21-29 November 2008

I propose a one-week (Thanksgiving Break 2008) trip to London, England, and Dorchester, England, for the students enrolled in a fall 2008, one-credit advanced English Seminar (English 497: “Place, Space, and Community in the Lives, Worlds, and Writings of Charles Dickens and Thomas Hardy” ). The trip will supplement classroom activities; allow students to experience a different culture and country; introduce students to significant literary, artistic, cultural, historical, scientific, and architectural artifacts; and provide unique research opportunities.  This proposed trip will be similar to the ones that I conducted in the spring of 2003 for 12 students and in the fall of 2005 for 9 students.  Texts for this version of the class, as well as the activities and goals for the immersion trip, remain basically the same as for the previous versions, except for a few minor changes in the 2008 daily itinerary.  ALL the tours and educational experiences are led by either me or my secondary leaders.  We spend 5 days in London visiting museums and taking walking tours focusing on the life and writings of Charles Dickens, as well as on the art, architecture, and history of 19th -, 20th -, and 21st – century London.  And this year, with Lon Porter as one of the leaders, we will also visit one or two sites relevant to 19th-century science and medicine.  We spend one day in Dorchester, England, engaged in similar activities linked to Thomas Hardy and rural architecture. Such a “capstone” activity for the 2008 course will allow for some creative integration of the immersion experiences into the final research project for the course.  

Specific Goals

       Within the context of the course and itinerary described above, the off-campus trip has the following course goals for the students:

· To explore the diverse spaces and places of the city and country that influenced the lives of Charles Dickens and Thomas Hardy and the content of their novels, specifically their perspectives on community and human isolation

· To experience through walking tours the specific settings (places and spaces) that become both backdrops and agents in four of the major novels of these two writers, specifically 19th-century London (much of which remains today) and the Wessex countryside (particular areas that are intact from Hardy’s time of writing)

· To examine the social, cultural, historical, scientific, and architectural artifacts of life in 19th-century London and rural areas through visits to museums, buildings, gardens, and villages

· To learn some basic principles of architecture, both 19th-century and modern/contemporary, and the ways in which spaces and places shape the lives of people who live within them 
· To enhance the students’ interest in and familiarity with topics they have selected for the final seminar paper
